COMMUNITY

By Terrence Casey

EXPLORING UPPER DARBY'S
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
WALKING TOUR

Just minutes beyond Springfield lies a remarkable
concentration of sites connected to one of the
most courageous chapters in American history: the
Underground Railroad.

Today, residentscan
explore this legacy through
Upper Darby’s self quided
Underground Railroad
Walking Tour, a reflective
journey across places where
enslaved men, women,

and children once sought
freedom with the help of
brave local abolitionists.

ARRIVAL FROM MARYLAND, 1859.

The walking tour highlights
the deep abolitionist roots of
the area, especially among
the Garrett, Sellers, Rhoads,
and Pennock families —
names that appear again
and again in the historical
record. These families

were part of a broad Quaker
network in Delaware County
actively resisting slavery
long before the Civil War.
Many belonged to the Pennsylvania Anti Slavery Society
and supported the free produce movement, which
encouraged boycotting goods made by enslaved labor.
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One of the first stops on the tour is Thornfield, a key
Underground Railroad station at 3218 Garrett Road.
Owned over time by several members of the Garrett
family, Thornfield played a vital role as freedom
seekers traveled north. The house served asalink in a
chain that extended from Wilmington — where famed
abolitionist Thomas Garrett Jr. helped an estimated
2,700 people escape slavery — to stations throughout
Upper Darby.

Not far away sits the former site of Riverview House,
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the birthplace of Thomas Garrett Jr. Built in the late
18th century, the home later sheltered fugitives on
their way toward freedom. In an 1858 letter, Garrett
described sending a woman and her seven children
— Ann Maria Jackson and her family — to relatives
in Upper Darby after their dramatic escape from
Maryland.

The tour also includes Hoodland, now home to Sellers
Library, once the residence
of Abraham and Elizabeth
Pennock. Abraham

Pennock was a leader in the
Pennsylvania Anti Slavery
Society and editor of The
Non Slaveholder, a periodical
advocating a boycott of
slave produced goods. His
home became a gathering
place for prominent
abolitionists, including poets
John Greenleaf Whittier and
James Russell Lowell.

R
.. Other notable sites include
the Museum at Arlington,
which preserves letters,
photographs, and artifacts
~ belonging to the Garrett
family. The museum
documents Harriet Tubman’s
connection to the area and
includes items such as
Thomas Garrett Jr.'s hat. Nearby, Sellers Hall, one of

the oldest buildings in Delaware County, was once a

- station where as many as 30 freedom seekers found

shelter at a single time.

The final stop brings visitors to Friends Southwestern
Burial Ground, resting place of several key abolitionists
whose homes and farms appear throughout the

tour. This quiet cemetery ties together the personal
histories of those who risked so much in service of
freedom.

To plan your visit and access maps, background
materials, and site descriptions, go to
www.upperdarby.org.
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH IN DELAWARE COUNTY

RECOMMENDED READS
DURING BLACK HISTORY
MONTH

The following recommendations were

made by Delaware County Council and

the county library system in 2024:

» Mae Among the Stars, by Roda Ahmed

e TheCrossover, by Kwame Alexander

e Trombone Shorty, by Troy “Trombone
Shorty” Andrews

 Mighty Justice, by Dovey Johnson
Roundtree and Katie McCabe;
adapted by Jabari Asim

e Shirley Chisholm Is a Verb, by Veronica
Chambers

» Game Changers: The Story of Venus
and Serena Williams, by Lesa Cline-
Ransome

 Jackie Ormes: The First African
American Woman Cartoonist, by Nancy
Goldstein

- Hidden Figures, by Margot Lee
Shetterly

o GIl Scott-Heron: Pieces of a Man, by
Marcus Baram

» Voices inthe Mirror: An Autobiography,
by Gordon Parks

e The Measure of a Man, by Sidney
Poitier

- Books by Jason Reynolds

» Nigeria Jones, by Ibi Zoboi

» Open Wide the Freedom Gates, by
Dorothy Height

 Langston Hughes, edited by Arnold
Rampersad and David Roessel

 The Cooking Gene: A Journey Through
African American Culinary History in
the Old South, by Michael W. Twitty

» We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro
League Baseball, by Kadir Nelson

 [ovels Loud, by Sandra Neil Wallace

e Maya’s Song, by Renée Watson

e Brown Girl Dreaming, by Jacqueline
Woodson
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Contact us to schedule a tour today!
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