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Captivate Painting & Remodeling
491 Baltimore Pike, P.O. Box 470, Springfield
484-356-7552 - lou@cprhomes.expert

610-616-5691 • OliverHeatCool.com

HEATING • COOLING • PLUMBING ELECTRICAL • SEWER • REMODELING

FREE MEMBERSHIP OFFER!

SIGN UP FOR HEATING MEMBERSHIP

SCHEDULE YOUR HEATING INSPECTION (INCLUDED WITH MEMBERSHIP)  

SCHEDULE YOUR COMPLIMENTARY A/C INSPECTION 

PA 5379 • SCOTT J. WILSON N.J. PLUMB. LIC. #13199 • ELECTRICAL: ALEXANDER R. SNITCHER NJ # 34E101847500 • TONY CASERTA 19HC00259700
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COMMUNITY SUBMISSIONS
Have feedback or questions about how to 

submit story ideas, submissions, event listings 
or photos? We are happy to hear from you and 
will do our best to include as much community 

information as space allows. Deadline for 
submissions is the 1st of each month. Go 
to www.bestversionmedia.com and click 

“submit content.” You may also email your 
thoughts, ideas and photos to hschumacher@

bestversionmedia.com.

CONTENT SUBMISSION DEADLINE
Content due the 1st of every month.

Any content, resident submissions, guest 
columns, advertisements and advertorials 

are not necessarily endorsed by or represent 
the views of Best Version Media (BVM) or 
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businesses or organizations that this publication 
serves. BVM is not responsible for the reliability, 

suitability or timeliness of any content 
submitted, inclusive of materials generated or 
composed through artificial intelligence (AI). 
All content submitted is done so at the sole 

discretion of the submitting party.
© 2024 Best Version Media. All rights reserved. 

Hello Springfield! I hope all is well. November 
is one of my favorite months of the year. The 
air is crisp and perfect for neighborly firepits, 
Thanksgiving is right around the corner, and 
people take time to appreciate their local 
businesses with Small Business Saturday. It's a 
time to celebrate relationships, partnerships, 
friendships, and of course families. For me, this 
month is about recognition, appreciation, and 
thankfulness. I truly appreciate this community 
and how we support each other and look out 
for each other. And in times of devastation 
and sadness, like the recent fire at St Francis, 
you really see what a community is all about. 
Be thankful for ours. #springfieldstrong 
#prideinallthings

I always like to highlight our new sponsors that 
help my small business grow and allow us to 
deliver Springfield Neighbors magazines to you 
every month. Without our sponsors, there is no 
magazine. We have a few new sponsors I would 
like to recognize. 

Welcome Anthony from Nittany Mechanical 
LLC! They are a locally-owned family business 
established in 2007 by Joe Wasconis Jr. They 
specialize in repairs and installations for all 
plumbing and boiler heating applications for 

both residential and commercial needs. With 
over 50 years of combined experience, they are 
excited about the opportunity to connect with 
and assist the residents of Springfield. And if 
you were wondering, "Nittany" refers to Penn 
State. WE ARE!

Welcome Kelly from Springfield Ale House! 
They are a local bar and restaurant located in 
the Springfield Shopping Center, dedicated 
to good food and good company. They offer a 
private dining and event space, are kid-friendly, 
feature multiple TVs for watching your favorite 
events, and have happy hour specials, as well 
as game day or daily specials. Next time you're 
there, be sure to ask about the Springfield 
Neighbors Special.

Welcome Captivate Clean Team to the mix. 
They are a division of Captivate Painting and 
Remodeling. They provide weekly, bi-weekly, 
and monthly residential and commercial 
cleaning services. They follow a 36-item 
checklist to ensure the job is done right the first 
time. Give them a call for a free estimate and 
take your weekends back!

As we enter the season of gratitude and giving, 
we’re excited to bring you a November issue 
filled with local stories and helpful insights from 
around our community.

This month, we shine a light on the incredible 
bond between people and animals with an 
expert piece from Springfield Crossings, 
highlighting the healing power our furry friends 
provide. If you’re looking for unique holiday 
gift ideas, be sure to check out our gift guide 

Brian KenyonBrian Kenyon

from Madam Miter, where framing becomes a 
thoughtful and personalized present.

With the holidays just around the corner, Small 
Business Saturday is a perfect opportunity to 
support local shops, and we have a feature to 
guide you through this special day. In school 
news, we celebrate Springfield High School’s 
recent National Blue Ribbon Award and the 
exciting teacher grants from the Springfield 
Area Education Foundation (SAEF), both of 
which bring pride and promise to our district.

Finally, we are honored to profile Delco Helping 
Hands, a local charity making a meaningful 
difference in our area.

Thank you for continuing to be part of this 
vibrant community. We hope this issue leaves 
you feeling inspired and connected.
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

� Flat Rate Pricing

� One Year Money Back 
Gaurantee

� Senior, Military, and First 
Responders Discounts

� Locally Owned and Operated

� Licensed and Insured
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www.cjkelso.com

Serving the community 
for over 100 years

4th Generation 
Master Plumber 
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The Thirty-Third Annual Garden 
Contest held by the Penn State 
Extension Master Gardeners of 
Delaware County has concluded 
another banner year of celebrating 
gardeners all over this fair county. 
The Master Gardener judges saw 
23 gardens of many sizes, both 
ornamental and vegetable, and have 
highlighted a few of them.

Of the residential ornamental 
gardeners, one standout garden 
was a beautiful two-acre property 
in Newtown Square managed by 
Trish Adams.  She and her husband 
moved from Florida into their lovely 
mid- century home five years ago 
and began removing all of the 
invasive and aggressive plants. On 
either side of a meandering stream, 
they planted many native trees 
and shrubs, such as sycamore and 
bald cypress, creating habitats for 
wildlife. Their showcase fenced-in 
gardens, with an in-ground pool as 
its centerpiece, are well planted 
with many pollinators. They won 
second place in intermediate large 
ornamental gardens. 

Another ornamental garden of a 
smaller scale is that of Sandra 
Webberking in Springfield. She has 
a very exotic and unique garden full 
of tropicals. It is also a showcase 

for the many garden ornaments 
that she welds together to create 
tall, whimsical metal flowers and 
trellis forms. Her garden placed 
first among intermediate small 
ornamental gardens. The enclosed 
vegetable beds at the home of 
Matthew Braunbeck in Newtown 
Square won first place this year 
in the residential intermediate 
vegetable garden category. Matthew 
and his two daughters tend a 
vegetable-raised bed garden using 
wood repurposed from their home 
renovation project to form the beds 
and fence enclosures. They have 
a variety of vegetables supported 
by companion herbs and edible 
pollinator flowers. The daughters 
love picking something every day for 
dinners, and they even love weeding 
the garden!

Tucked away on a street in Chester 
is Kristina Platt’s beautiful urban 
homestead. Kristina made maximum 
use of space for an interesting 
variety of vegetables, fruit trees, 
and shrubs in the dozen-plus raised 
beds, containers, and on trellises 
and fences. In her organic practice, 
she interplanted companion 
pollinator plants and herbs amongst 
the vegetables, introduced 
beneficial nematodes, and used 
compost as mulch. Her garden layout 

MASTER GARDENERS 
OF DELAWARE COUNTY 
ANNOUNCE THE WINNERS 
OF THEIR 33RD ANNUAL 
GARDEN CONTEST
By Holly Thorpe

included great succession planning, 
spacing, and crop rotation, which 
yielded healthy and abundant crops. 
Her experimental peanut bush, 
8-foot- tall raspberry, and beehive 
were all a very delightful surprise. 
This well- executed garden won first 
place in the advanced vegetable 
group.

There is a community garden at 
the Proclamation Presbyterian 
Church located on Bryn Mawr 
Avenue. Its congregation includes 
many gardeners who help with a 
lovely prayer garden situated in a 
brick-walled area. It is a very inviting 
space for meditation and wellness. 
They have fully planted this shady 
garden with many small trees, 
shrubs, and perennials and have 
lovely seating areas throughout. 
The garden won first place for 
intermediate community gardens 
this year. 

The Stratford Friends School on 
Bishop Hollow Road has begun 
an amazing school garden filled 
with a sensory garden and gourds 
growing on trellis fences. There are 

colorful raised beds filled with spoon 
tomatoes and even a hoop house 
where plants can be started from 
seed. Their garden won first place in 
the youth garden category.

Lastly, there is a wonderful 
demonstration rain garden at the 
Newtown Square Township Building 
that won first place in advanced 
community gardens. Planted three 
years ago by a team of volunteers, 
the garden is a most educational 
space for young and senior 
gardeners. It shows the viewer how 
native pollinators can co-exist in 
a space that needs only the rain 
that Mother Nature provides. The 
gardeners also planted a companion 
garden at the neighboring baseball 
fields with signage to help viewers 
understand the plant names and the 
pollinators attracted to the garden. 
There is more information about the 
rain garden in the Newtown Square 
Library, and the library also sponsors 
occasional lectures to help residents 
learn more about the benefits of 
having their own pollinator rain 
garden.

Matthew 
Braunbeck’s 
Raised Bed 
Vegetable 
Garden

Proclamation 
Presbyterian 

Church Prayer 
Garden

Trish Adam’s 
Ornamental 
Garden

Kristina 
Platt’s 

Vegetable 
Garden
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EXPERT CONTRIBUTOR

B E  CO N F I D E N T  I N  Y O U R  I N S U R A N C E  CO V E R A G E

Michael Cellucci 
mike@cfinsureme.com

Tom Foran 
tom@cfinsureme.com

Get insurance with honest, reliable  customer service from start to finish.

 610-544-1908
cellucciforaninsurance.com

Home Auto Renters Motorcycle RV Business

By Thomas Foran, 
Cellucci Foran 

Insurance
“Whether you’re starting a family or nearing retirement, life insurance 
is an important consideration,” says Mike Cellucci & Tom Foran, Cellucci 
Foran Insurance Inc. “Understanding what is best for you can be 
confusing, so I talk to customers to help find which options benefit them 
the most, at any stage of life.”

Term life insurance provides coverage for a specific number of years and 
you select the “term.” 

SOME GENERAL THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT TERM LIFE INSURANCE ARE:
• You have the option of choosing how long and coverage amounts.
• Plans usually come in 5, 10, 15, 20 or 30-year packages.
• It provides the most coverage for the lowest cost.
• Some policies come with an option to convert to permanent insurance.
• It only pays if the insured passes during the period of the policy.

“There are several reasons why people choose term life insurance,” says 
Mike Cellucci & Tom Foran. “I run through some scenarios to talk over 
what you should plan for should something happen.”

• Consider how much money your family would need without your 
income in the picture. Consider rent, utilities, groceries, car payment 
or childcare expenses so your family can maintain the lifestyle they are 
used to.

• Mortgage protection – Having life insurance in place can allow your 
family to continue in the home they know and love at a very difficult 
time in their lives.

TERM VS. WHOLE LIFE INSURANCE:
WHICH DO YOU NEED?

“Whole life insurance, a type of permanent life insurance, is designed 
to last your lifetime,” says Mike Cellucci & Tom Foran. “That means your 
family is protected for the duration of your life. In addition to providing 
financial protection, whole life policies build cash value which allows you 
an opportunity to build your wealth.”

SOME THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT WHOLE LIFE INSURANCE:
• Provides coverage for your entire life and will not decrease regardless 

of changes in your health.

• It accumulates cash value that you can borrow in the future, which 
would then decrease the death benefit amount.

“I often get asked, ‘When would I need whole life insurance?’” says Mike 
Cellucci & Tom Foran. “While a term life plan can be a great start for life 
insurance protection in your 30s and 40s, the best approach is often 
a blend of term and permanent life insurance that provides lifelong 
coverage and builds cash value.”

“In your 50s and up, you may have entered the ‘sandwich generation,’ 
meaning you might care for elderly parents while financially supporting 
college students or young-adult children. Inadequate protection could 
put both groups of family members at risk.”

Give us a call to learn more about life insurance and discuss options for 
you and your family.
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Secane Auto & Truck Works
SPECIALIZING IN CARS, TRUCKS, COMMERCIAL VEHICLES, AND MOTORCYCLES

610-328-9183

 S Routine Maintenance

 S State Safety and Emissions Inspections

 S Tires and Alignment Braking Systems

 S Fuel Systems Diagnostics and Electrical Checks

 S Suspensions Systems

 S Cooling and Heating Systems

 S Engine and Transmission Service and Repair

619 South Avenue Secane, PA
secaneauto.com

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY: CELEBRATING 
LOCAL ENTREPRENEURS
Every year, on the Saturday following 
Thanksgiving, communities across the United 
States come together to celebrate Small 
Business Saturday. This special day, nestled 
between the shopping frenzies of Black Friday 
and Cyber Monday, is dedicated to supporting 
small, locally-owned businesses that are the 
backbone of our neighborhoods.

A BRIEF HISTORY
Small Business Saturday was launched by 
American Express on November 27, 2010, 
during the aftermath of the 2007-2008 financial 
crisis. The goal was simple yet impactful: to 
encourage holiday shoppers to patronize small, 
local businesses instead of large retain chains. 
The initiative quickly gained traction, with local 

officials and community leaders promoting 
the day. By 2011, the U.S. Senate had passed a 
resolution officially recognizing Small Business 
Saturday.

WHY IT MATTERS
The importance of Small Business Saturday 
extends beyond just a single day of shopping. 
Small businesses are vital to the health of local 
economies. For every dollar spent at a small 
business, approximately 67 cents stays within 
the local community. This means that shopping 
small not only supports the business owners but 
also helps fund local schools, parks, and public 
services.

Moreover, small businesses often provide unique 
products and personalized services that you 
won’t find at big-box stores. They are the coffee 

shops where baristas know your name, the 
boutiques with one-of-a-kind finds, and the 
family-owned restaurants serving up recipes 
passed down through generations.

GOALS AND IMPACT
The primary goal of Small Business Saturday 
is to drive more traffic to small businesses 
during the holiday season, a crucial time for 
retail. Over the years, the initiative has seen 
tremendous success. In the decade since its 
inception, consumers have spent over $120 
billion at small businesses on Small Business 
Saturday. This surge in spending helps small 
businesses thrive and grow, creating jobs and 
fostering a sense of community.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
Participating in Small Business Saturday is 
easy and rewarding. Simply choose to shop at 
local businesses on this day. Spread the word 
by sharing your experiences on social media 
using the hashtag #SmallBusinessSaturday. 
Many small businesses offer special 
promotions and events to mark the occasion, 
making it a fun and festive way to kick off your 
holiday shopping.

By supporting Small Business Saturday, you’re 
not just making a purchase; you’re making 
a difference. So, this November, let’s come 
together to celebrate and support the small 
businesses across Delaware County that make 
our communities unique and vibrant.

SHOP SMALL THIS NOVEMBER 30
By Heather Schumacher

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

Hello Readers!

BestVersionMedia.com/feedback

Tell us why you love 
this magazine!

VISIT US TODAY! 674 BALTIMORE PIKE #2, 
SPRINGFIELD, PA 19064 • TINTWORLD.COM

GET QUOTE NOW!

PROTECT YOUR CAR, TRUCK, OR BOAT
WITH NANO CERAMIC COATING

Before winter weather hits get your vehicles protected with a 
CERAMIC COATING! It creates a barrier between your vehicle and 

the elements; including sand, salt, hail, snow, scratches and 
UV rays and keeps your vehicles looking cleaner longer!

610-214-2083

GET 15% OFFGET 15% OFF**
ALL CERAMIC COATING APPLICATIONS

*Must present this coupon 
at time of drop-o� . Not to be 

combined with any other o� ers. 
Other restrictions may apply. 

Installation, parts, supplies, and 
labor not included. See store for 

details. Expires 11/30/2024

Your NeighborhoodYour Neighborhood    PARTY PARTY SUPERSTORE!SUPERSTORE!
40 S MacDade Blvd, Glenolden

balloontycoon2014@gmail.com 484-461-8377
Best of Delco for Decades!

HOURS
Tue-Fri 9am-5pm

Saturday 8am-5pm
Sunday 8am-2pm

WWW.BALLOONTYCOONPA.BRAVESITES.COM

PROUDLY SERVING DELCO SINCE 1980!

WE DELIVER!

HUGE Thanksgiving and Fall HUGE Thanksgiving and Fall 
» Balloons
» Banners
» Borders
» Cascades
» Catering Items 
» Catering Towers
» Centerpieces
» Cups
» Cupcake Trays
» Curtains

50% Off 50% Off 
Blowout Blowout 
Sale!Sale!

» Danglers
» Favor Boxes
» Garlands
» Infl atables
» Lights
» Napkins
» Plates
» Serving Trays
» Tablecovers
» Window Clings

AND SO MUCH MORE!AND SO MUCH MORE!
Average wait time for balloon orders 3-7 minutes!!!
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484-461-3811484-461-3811        
410 N. Springfield Rd. ,  Clifton Heights, PA 19018410 N. Springfield Rd. ,  Clifton Heights, PA 19018

Madam MiterMadam Miter

Get Ready for the Holidays!Get Ready for the Holidays!
Custom Framing & Photo Restoration Makes One-of-a-Kind 
Memorable Holiday Gifts That Last a Lifetime!

10% ALL CUSTOM FRAMING AND 
DIGITAL PHOTO RESTORATION!
Expires 11/30/ 2024

OFF
ALL CUSTOM FRAMING AND ALL CUSTOM FRAMING AND 

Before

After

Small Business Saturday Sale - Small Business Saturday Sale - Nov 1-30/24Nov 1-30/24

Custom Picture Framing • Art Conservation Preservation • Fine Art and Photo Printing Scanning • Digital Photo Restoration • Gift Cards Available!

CHARTER SPONSOR UPDATE

THOUGHTFUL 
HOLIDAY GIFTS:
In the age of online shopping, finding a truly unique and meaningful gift 
can be challenging. While convenience is at our fingertips, it’s worth 
asking: does quick and easy always align with the spirit of holiday giving? 
This season, consider gifting something personalized and lasting—
custom framing from Madam Miter, a one-stop custom frame shop 
located on Springfield Road in Clifton Heights.

WHY CHOOSE CUSTOM FRAMING?
Madam Miter has over three decades of experience in the framing 
industry, with a focus on high-quality, beautiful design. As the winner 
of the Best of Delco 2024 Best Frame Shop award, Madam Miter offers 
a range of services, including full-service printing, digital photo 
restoration, and graphic design. Our team specializes in museum-quality 
framing and conservation, ensuring that your precious items are not only 
beautifully displayed but also properly preserved.

SOUVENIRS FROM VACATIONS
One of the most heartfelt gifts is turning vacation mementos into framed 
works of art. People often bring back souvenirs such as postcards, prints, 
or tapestries from their travels, and with the help of Madam Miter, these 
can be transformed into cherished gifts. Whether it's a simple greeting 
card or a piece of papyrus, our expert framers can find the perfect frame 
and mat combination to elevate these items into meaningful, long-lasting 
treasures.

For an extra special touch, consider creating a shadow box. Items like 
seashells, sand, and small trinkets from a beach vacation can be artfully 
arranged to capture the essence of a trip and the love behind the gift.

FRAMING ORIGINAL ARTWORK
We are surrounded by creativity, whether from local artists or online 
marketplaces like Etsy. Custom framing adds an extra layer of 
personalization to original artwork, whether it's a commissioned portrait, 
a painting of a beloved pet, or a piece that captures a favorite place. 
Madam Miter’s framing services ensure that these unique works are 
preserved, protected, and ready to be enjoyed immediately, without the 
hassle of DIY framing.

PRESERVING FAMILY MEMORIES
Family photographs never go out of style, and Madam Miter can help you 
print and frame these memories on a variety of surfaces—canvas, metal, 
wood, or acrylic. If you have older or damaged photos, Madam Miter’s 
digital photo restoration service can bring them back to life, making them 
look as good as new. These restored images, framed with care, make a 
thoughtful and sentimental holiday gift.

MEMORABILIA AND KEEPSAKES
From signed sports jerseys to military memorabilia, Madam Miter 
specializes in preserving and displaying special items. Using proper 
mounting techniques, we ensure that these keepsakes—whether it’s 
a jersey, a medal, or other memorabilia—are beautifully framed and 
protected from damage.

A GIFT FOR EVERYONE
If you’re unsure of what to frame, Madam Miter also offers gift cards. This 
allows your recipient to bring in their own item and work with the shop’s 
experienced framers to create something that matches their personal 
style. It’s the perfect solution for newlyweds, new homeowners, or anyone 
with a special keepsake waiting to be framed.

This holiday season, give a gift that’s as thoughtful and unique as the 
people you love. Visit Madam Miter in Clifton Heights and let our expert 
team help you create custom-framed memories that will last a lifetime.

By Elaine Jacobs

CUSTOM FRAMING FROM MADAM MITER
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Make Business Bloom Make Business Bloom 
with eRose Webwith eRose Web

SERVICES
• Custom Web Design
• Social Media Management / Marketing (SMM)
• Search Engine Marketing / Optimization (SEO)
• Content Writing / Marketing
• eMail Marketing
• Multi Media Marketing (Logos, Graphic Design)

eRose Web & Business Services, LLC

MakeBusinessBloom.com
Info@eRoseWeb.com       610-574-5374

SCHOOL NEWS

The Springfield Area Educational Foundation (SAEF) is excited to 
announce the recipients of nine teacher grants this year. SAEF supports 
a variety of projects aligned with its mission to enhance educational 
experiences across all age groups and academic levels.

At the Springfield Literacy Center (SLC), Marie Koethe received funding 
for additional books for the book swap/ice cream social for 2024 and 
2025, and Molly Easton was awarded a grant to host an author assembly 
through her "Bringing Stories to Life" initiative. LeAnne McGlynn also won 
support for her "Colors of the World" crayon project.

At Sabold Elementary, Michael Trycieckyj was awarded a grant for a new 
sound system in the music room, and Alyssa Paolucci received funds 
for flexible seating options. Stephanie Santella secured funding for CBL 
refurbishment at both Sabold and Scenic. Springfield High School saw 
two recipients: Jacqueline Falcone for oil immersion microscopes and 
Jim Collin for tools and equipment for the Survey of Building Trades 
course.

SAEF is proud to contribute to these innovative and impactful projects 
that will enrich the learning experiences of students across the district.

Help us empower teachers and enrich the educational journey of students 

in the Springfield School District by contributing to the Springfield 
Area Educational Foundation (SAEF). Contributions fund grants for 
teachers, allowing them to bring innovative projects and resources to the 
classroom.

To support, visit www.saef.net or contact us via email at info@saef.net.

SPRINGFIELD AREA EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 
AWARDS NINE TEACHER GRANTS
By Lisa Smith, SAEF Director of Development and Communications

As fall approached, I began to think about the rich source of music in 
our schools. I wondered about the benefits of a school music program, 
particularly here in Springfield. To find out, I interviewed three 
professionals: Marylee Fairfield, music teacher at Our Lady of Angels in 
Morton, Jeremy Judd, former music teacher and now principal of Lehman 
Intermediate School in the East Stroudsburg Area School District, and 
Mark Stanford, Springfield High School's band director and music teacher.

My main focus was to understand how a school music program impacts 
students and the community. It's clear that music programs bring 
people together for events like parades, band and choir concerts, and 
even orchestra performances, which Springfield offers. However, I was 

surprised to learn about the many benefits music provides to schools 
themselves.

Jeremy Judd highlighted how music fosters school pride and builds a 
positive culture. Marylee Fairfield noted its impact on classroom listening 
skills, as students learn to listen closely to others. Mark Stanford added 
that school bands often represent the school and community at large, 
enhancing the district’s appeal to newcomers. All three agreed that 
music programs contribute to improved academic performance and test 
scores, benefiting both students and schools.

Of course, the most significant benefits are for the students. Music 
can be a niche where students excel, developing pride and success. Mr. 
Judd spoke about how engaging the brain through music can enhance 
other areas of learning, while Mrs. Fairfield emphasized how it teaches 
organizational and problem-solving skills.

As Mr. Stanford and I discussed Springfield’s program, I was impressed by 
its continuity. From general music classes in elementary school to band, 
orchestra, and chorus in high school, the program builds musicianship 
over time, while also fostering lasting friendships. The comprehensive 
curriculum offers students a well-rounded music education, teaching 
them everything from recognizing melodies to mastering time 
management and discipline.

Music is a skill, and schools play a crucial role in developing it. Last 
night, as I sat on my porch, I heard the sound of the Springfield marching 
band. It was nostalgic, reminding me of home in the Poconos. Thank you, 
Springfield High School marching band and Mark Stanford—I look forward 
to hearing more!

For those interested in attending a Springfield School District 
performance, check the district calendar at ssdcougars.org/district/
district-calendar.

MUSIC IN THE SCHOOLS
By Karen Lilly
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Renovations  /  Remodeling
Kitchens  /  Baths  /  Basements

Windows  /  Doors  /  Trim

See more of our work and read testimonials at
brownandsonsllc.com and Facebook484.459.8194

Specializing in Renovations 
and Remodeling

PLEASE SCAN TO 
ACTIVATE COUPONS

RESIDENTIAL ELECTRICAL EXPERTS
SERVICES
Electrical Repairs
Indoor & Outdoor Lighting

Dedicated Circuits
Ceiling Fans

Locally 
Owned

Licensed 
and InsuredLicense # 

PAHIC7239 
PHL29153

License # 

RESIDENTIAL ELECTRICAL EXPERTSRESIDENTIAL ELECTRICAL EXPERTSRESIDENTIAL ELECTRICAL EXPERTS

PAHIC7239 
PHL29153
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Springfield High School recently earned the prestigious National Blue 
Ribbon School designation for 2024. This honor is awarded to schools 
that demonstrate exceptional academic performance or make significant 
strides in closing achievement gaps among student groups. Recognized 
for its dedication to creating a vibrant learning environment, Springfield 
High School stands out for its comprehensive approach to education, 
fostering both academic excellence and a strong sense of community 
involvement.

The award underscores the district's commitment to fostering a growth 
mindset among students and staff, and its focus on the four pillars 
of academics, arts, athletics, and service. The achievement places 
Springfield among an elite group of schools nationwide, celebrating their 
efforts in providing high-quality education and preparing students for 
future success. 

From all of us at Springfield Neighbors, we congratulate SHS on this 
incredible achievement!

SPRINGFIELD HIGH 
SCHOOL RECOGNIZED 
AS NATIONAL BLUE 
RIBBON SCHOOL
By Heather Schumacher

SCHOOL NEWS
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COVER FEATURE

The Smith family has been part of the 
Springfield community since 2020. Jason, 42, 
and Paige, 32, live near Scenic Hills with their 
two sons, Liam and Owen. Since moving in, 
they’ve become active in the neighborhood 
through their work, their children’s sports, and 
various family activities.

Jason and Paige met at a mutual friend’s 
pool party in Plymouth Meeting and have 
built their life together over the years. Their 
family enjoys regular trips to the beach, with 
Avalon and Stone Harbor among their favorite 
destinations.

Paige is originally from Pittsburgh and earned 
a degree in Engineering from West Virginia 
University. She works as an engineer at Boeing 
while completing a Master’s degree at Johns 
Hopkins University. Jason, who grew up in 
Chester County, attended Octorara High School 
before graduating from both Rider University 
and Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology. 

He now works as a Production Manager and 
Project Manager at JE Scholtz Millwork. Jason 
also has a long background in wrestling—he 
was a PIAA state finalist, competed in NCAA 
Division I at Rider, and was recently inducted 
into the PIAA District 1 SE Regional Hall of 
Fame. He currently coaches wrestling for the 
Springfield School District.

Their sons, Liam, 5, and Owen, 2, are already 
involved in sports. Liam participates in 
wrestling, soccer, baseball, and swimming, 
while Owen, though still young, has shown an 
interest in wrestling and enjoys being active. 
The boys also share a close bond with their 
extended family, especially their grandfather, 
Poppy.

The family has faced tragedy as well. Their 
middle son, Gavin, passed away and would have 
been 3 years old. They continue to remember 
and honor him in their daily lives.

 The Smith Family:
NEIGHBORS BY CHANCE, 
FRIENDS BY CHOICE
By Heather Schumacher   |   Photo by Maureen Brant Photography

|  SPRINGFIELD NEIGHBORS II10

© Best Version Media



Specializing in supreme haircuts, Specializing in supreme haircuts, 
beard trimming, and hot lather shaves.beard trimming, and hot lather shaves.

Clean Shaves 
&
Sharp Fades

761 West Sproul Rd  |  484-471-3994761 West Sproul Rd  |  484-471-3994

naturalbornklippers.com
Call or go online to book your next appointment.Call or go online to book your next appointment.
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BVM DIGITAL

Supercharge your brand by pairing 
your print campaign with one or 

more of our exciting digital solutions 
on Google, Facebook and Instagram.

CONTACT:

Visit www.bestversionmedia.com to learn 
more about our advertising opportunities.

BRIAN KENYON
bkenyon@bestversionmedia.com

267-207-9714

Photos courtesy of the Smith family

Before moving to Springfield, the 
Smiths lived in Conshohocken but 
were looking for a more family-
friendly area closer to work. They 
were drawn to Springfield by 
its community feel and family-
friendly environment. They now 
spend time playing outside with 
neighbors, visiting local parks, and 
enjoying the pool in the summer. 
Their neighbors have become a 
meaningful part of their life in 
Springfield, with Paige and Jason 
describing the bond as, "neighbors 
by chance, friends by choice."

In addition to their work and family 
responsibilities, Paige volunteers 
at the Springfield Swim Club, and 
Jason stays involved in youth 
sports, coaching wrestling for the 
Springfield Athletic Association 
(SAA), soccer with Rose Tree 
Soccer Club, and baseball for 

Drexel Hill Little League. Their 
involvement in these activities 
keeps them connected to the 
community and their children’s 
interests.

At home, the family has two 
rescue cats, Percy and Clif, 
who have become part of their 
household and are popular 
among their neighbors.

The Smiths also make time for 
family vacations. They join over 
30 relatives for a yearly trip, 
most recently to Sandbridge, 

Virginia, and next year they plan 
to travel to Kiawah Island, South 
Carolina. They also take regular 
trips to the Jersey Shore, with 
Avalon, Stone Harbor, and Cape 
May among their favorite spots.

Through their work, volunteer 
activities, and time spent together, 
the Smith family has found 
Springfield to be a place where 
they feel connected and at home.

Visit our website for information on philosophy, best 
practices, and to schedule your next appointment.

www.SpringfieldVetPA.comwww.SpringfieldVetPA.com

Traditional, Advanced, and Holistic Services Available
450 Baltimore Pk, Springfield 19064

info@springfieldvetpa.com •• 610-543-5555
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484.454.3346
dzomechanical.com

Check our website seasonal specials.

 S Routine Maintenance
 S Heating and Cooling 
Units

 S Boilers
 S Dehumidifiers
 S Duct Free Systems
 S Thermostats
 S Water Heaters
 S And much more!

NOW IS A GREAT TIME FOR YOUR ANNUAL MAINTENANCE

*$500 maximum discount. Discount good with coupon only. Not valid with any other offer.
For Seniors, Military, and First Responders10% OFF Keep your Comfort System working at peak efficiency.

Discount good with coupon only. Not valid with any other offer.
Performance 

Tune-up20% OFF

CHARITY SPOTLIGHT

Delco Helping Hands is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
supporting families throughout the 
Delaware County community. We 
provide assistance with necessities 
for babies, children, adults, and even 
pets. Our team organizes community 
outreach efforts to help families 
during holidays and other significant 

life events. We also offer access to 
community connections and share 
local resources via our online forum.

We operate a community pantry 
in Prospect Park, serving all 
Delaware County residents on 
Saturday evenings. Visitors can 

DELCO HELPING HANDS
By Melissa Minor

On October 7, 2024, a devastating fire broke out at St. Francis of Assisi 
School in Springfield, leaving the community in shock and mourning. 
Though the two alarm fire resulted in significant damage to the historic 
building, fortunately, no one was injured. Firefighters battled the blaze 
for several hours.

Springfield's fire and ambulance company's were supported by many 
neighboring companies including Morton-Rutledge Fire Company, Clifton 
Heights Fire Company, Collingdale Fire Company, Garrettford-Drexel 
Hill Fire, Primos-Secane Fire company, Holmes Fire Company Station 
43, Bon Air Fire Company,and Middletown Fire Company, Broomall 
Fire Company, Garden City Fire Company, Rocky Run Fire Company, 
Manoa Fire Company - Station 56, Swarthmore Fire & Protective Assn. 
- Station 14, and Rose Tree Fire Company also responded. It was a Delco 
community effort. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the parishioners, clergy, and all those 
who have called St. Francis of Assisi home. The loss of such a significant 
building is not just a loss of bricks and mortar; it represents the end 
of a chapter filled with memories, celebrations, and community spirit. 
We stand in solidarity with the parish as they navigate this difficult 
time, hopeful for the resilience and support that will guide them toward 
healing and rebuilding.

FIRE AT ST. FRANCIS OF 
ASSISI SCHOOL 

receive assistance with a variety 
of non-food items. We offer a baby 
pantry with diapers and formula, 
a household pantry stocked with 
cleaning products and toiletries, 
menstrual supplies, a teen pantry 
with hygiene products, and more.

We are incredibly grateful for the 
community’s support through 
donations. Donations are accepted 
every Saturday starting at 4 PM. The 
only items we cannot accept are 
large furniture and food. Without 
the generosity of our community, 
we would not be able to keep our 
shelves stocked.

Each year, we also host fundraisers 
to help cover our operational costs. 
Our next event is Big Prize Bingo, 
where all prizes are valued at $100 or 
more. Tickets are available for $30 in 
advance or $35 at the door. If you’re 
interested, feel free to contact us 
on Facebook at Delco Helping Hands 
or via email at delcohelpinghands@
gmail.com.

We also love hosting community 
events. Currently we are preparing 
for our fourth annual Christmas 
Giveback. We are currently seeking 
sponsors who are interested in being 
matched with a Delaware County 
family in need of assistance this 
holiday season.

One of the most remarkable aspects 
of Delco Helping Hands is that we are 
a 100% volunteer-run organization. 
Every individual who contributes 
behind the scenes also has a full-
time job. Our team consists of an 
amazing group of women dedicated 
to making Delaware County a 
stronger and better place.

We are always looking for more 
volunteers to join our efforts. If 
you’re interested in giving back or 
getting involved, please reach out 
to us!

You can also stay connected with 
us on social media. Find us on 
Facebook, Instagram, and TikTok 
under Delco Helping Hands.

By Heather Schumacher
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REAL ESTATE STATS

Address Sq. Ft. Beds Baths List Price Sold Price Days on Market
87 Meetinghouse Lane 1,628 3 2/1 $565,000 $565,000 1

551 Maplewood Road 1,316 3 1/1 $450,000 $525,000 0

483 Kerr Lane 1,709 3 3 $275,000 $372,500 25

1517 Country Club Drive 1,524 2 2 $180,000 $180,000 1

230 Harwicke Road 1,436 3 1 $380,000 $380,000 6

135 Snyder Lane 2,117 4 3 $515,000 $565,000 3

225 Lynbrooke Road 1,925 5 4 $425,000 $385,000 15

59 Indian Rock Drive 1,672 3 2 $469,000 $492,000 7

1419 Palmer Drive 1,596 2 2 $430,000 $441,000 4

100 Shelburne Road 1,580 3 2 $540,000 $540,000 5

117 Barbara Drive 1,490 3 2 $425,000 $407,500 10

481 Harwicke Road 1,259 3 2 $460,000 $500,000 7

207 Sunnybrooke Road 1,899 3 2 $399,900 $360,000 24

824 W. Rolling Road 2,222 4 3 $649,000 $610,000 91

718 Hilltop Road 1,749 3 2 $489,000 $515,000 6

SOLD HOMES FROM SEPTEMBER 2024

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. The data does not represent the listings of any one agent or agency but represents the activity of the 
entire real estate community in the area. Any real estate agent's ad appearing in the magazine is separate from the statistical data provided which is in no way a part of the advertisement.

Data provided by Wes Gerstenkorn-Owner of Premier Properties Sales and Rentals

484.454.1208

Take Your Weekends Back!
 h Bi-Weekly cleaning services
 h Monthly cleaning services
 h Residential and Commercial
 h 36 item checklist with each clean

First clean FREE 
Expires 12/31

with annual membership
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Times, dates and locations are accurate at the time of 
publication, but be sure to always check before heading 
to an event, as these things can change.

Monday, November 4 
Author Visit with Dr. Paul Kahan 
@Springfield Township Library 
Be one of the first to hear author Dr. Paul 
Kahan speak about his newly released book, 
Philadelphia: a Narrative History. Philadelphia 
is famous for its colonial and revolutionary 
buildings and artifacts, drawing millions of 
tourists annually. But Philadelphia existed 
long before the Liberty Bell was first rung, and 
its history extends well beyond the American 
Revolution. Join historian Paul Kahan on 
exploring the people, places, and events that 
make Philadelphia unique: Independence Hall to 
Eastern State Penitentiary, Benjamin Franklin 
and Betsy Ross to Cecil B. Moore and Cherelle 
Parker. 
Time: 6:30-7:30pm

Saturday, November 9 
Bingo Night Benefitting Delco Helping Hands 
@St. Gabriel's Church, Norwood 
BYOB drinks and snacks and join us for 
this fun night! For more information visit 
delcohelpinghands.org. 
Time: Doors open at 6:30pm, games begin at 
7:30pm 
Cost: $30 for advance tickets/$35 at door

Saturday, November 9 
Paint & Storytime: Turkey Plate 
LITTLE BEES! Toddlers and Kiddies ages 
18 months – 5 years old are welcome to 
come out and make this fun turkey plate for 
Thanksgiving. First we will paint then we will 
have Storytime! Project will be available for 
pick up 10 days after event. This paint is non-
toxic and washes out of clothing with just water. 
*For toddlers we recommend at least one adult 
per child to help with craft. Time: 10-11am 
Cost: $28

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

CALENDAR Saturday, November 9 
Designer Bag Bingo 
@Prospect Park Fire House, 1001 Lincoln Ave. 
Prospect Park Library presents Designer Bag 
Bingo! All proceeds benefit the library.  
Time: Doors open at 6pm, game starts at 7pm 
Cost: $30/person

Monday, November 11 
Veterans day Parade in Media 
Come out and support your service men and 
women with a fun parade down State St.

Monday, November 11 
Philadelphia Boys Choir Concert 
@Springfield High School Auditorium 
Time: 3pm 
For more information, please visit www.saef.net

Tuesday, November 12 
LGBTQ+ Book Club 
@Springfield Township Library 
We are a community of adult readers 
discovering and sharing LGBTQ+ fiction and 
nonfiction works. Whether you're a longtime 
advocate or just beginning to explore LGBTQ+ 
literature, our group is a welcoming space for 
you to connect with others who share your 
interests. This book group is designed for 
adult conversation and will meet on the second 
Tuesday, of every other month. The book for 
our November meeting will be The House in the 
Cerulean Sea by TJ Klune. Copies are available 
throughout the Delaware County Library 
System. 
Time: 6:30-7:30pm

Thursday, November 14 
Game Night 
@Media Borough Parlor Room and Porch  
We have over 100 games available to play! Come 
learn a new game (we have a game tender to 
recommend and/or teach!) or play your favorite. 
BYO Snacks & Drinks. 301 North Jackson Street 
- In the Parlor Room, located off the covered 
porch. Looking forward to also making use 
of the porch as the weather allows. All ages 
welcome.

Friday, November 15 
YMCA of Eastern Delaware County Impact 
Celebration 
@Drexelbrook Event Center 
Dress in your favorite 1920s gear while we listen 
to some great music. This year's honorees are 
Delco Helping Hands and Hope for Hallie. 
Time: 6:30-9:30pm

Saturday, November 23 
Early Evening Owl Prowl 
@Tyler Arboretum 
Join us for an after-hours hike through the 
Pinetum and some areas outside the deer 
exclusion fence. Be on the lookout for Great 
Horned, Screech, and Barred Owls. Less likely 
but always possible are Saw-whet and Long-
eared owls. Don’t miss this rare chance to listen 
to owls calling under a starlit sky! For ages 15+. 
To register, please visit tylerarboretum.org. 
Time: 5-6:30pm

Thursday, November 28 
Thanksgiving Day

Saturday, November 30 
Small Business Saturday

Wednesday, December 4 
Tree Lighting Event 
The Annual Springfield Fire Company Tree 
Lighting Ceremony. This year's tree lighting will 
include a small parade down Saxer Ave. 
Time: 5:30pm

SHREDDING EVENT 
SUMMARY
September's shredding event sponsored 
by Allstate - Mallon Insurance Group, 
Toscana Gourmet Pizza and Fiorenza's 
Friends for Food (F4) was a success! 
Over 2,000 pounds of food was collected 
and given to St. Mark's Food Pantry in 
Broomall. Approximately 4,000 pounds 
of paper was shredded and recycled. 
Thanks to all who participated!

CK SEIDMAN APPLIANCE
2824 Bethel Rd, Chester, PA 19013  •  610-485-5000

Your Hometown Appliance 
Experts for Over 60 Years!

DELAWARE VALLEY APPLIANCE
540 Baltimore Pike, Springfi eld, PA 19064  •  610-543-8936

Buy more,
save more
Buy 2 — Save $100
Buy 3 — Save $200
Buy 4 — Save $500
Buy 5 — Save $900
Buy 6 — Save $1000

Terms and conditions apply. Valid 10.17.24-1.1.25
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FREE ESTIMATES
Financing Available

Lifetime Shingles

Flat Roofs

Vinyl Windows

Metal Roofs

Gutters & Repair

Siding

610.756.7757
sales@roofingdelco.com

Call or Text

610.952.4426
zimsmediaconversions.com

PERFECT HOLIDAY GIFT IDEA
Relive your old Holiday memories

ZIM's Media Conversions

Over 350 5-star reviews 
and counting!

SAEF NEWS

The Springfield Area Educational Foundation (SAEF) recently inducted 
four individuals into the Springfield High School Athletic Hall of Fame, 
while also honoring the 1962 SHS Football team. Congratulations to Lois 
Carocci (coach), Julianna Jeffers (Class of 2007), Andre Nelson (Class of 
2006), and Brad Warner (Class of 1997) for their achievements.

The Hall of Fame, established in 1991 by Skip Werley, Jack Peoples, Joe 
Stumpf, and Joe O’Brien, was created to honor athletes, coaches, and 
contributors who have significantly impacted Springfield High School's 
athletic programs. Since its inception in 1992, 216 individuals and 28 
teams have been inducted, recognizing outstanding performances on the 
field, court, or track, as well as the contributions that have helped sustain 
SHS athletics over the years.

SPRINGFIELD AREA EDUCATIONAL 
FOUNDATION 
INDUCTS ATHLETES 
IN THE HALL OF 
FAME

Photo courtest of Whitney Dougherty

By Lisa Smith, SAEF Director of Development and Communications

CORRECTION

In a previous issue, we incorrectly reported that the All Delco 
Baseball Team was compiled by the Delco Times. The team is 
actually designated by Delco Baseball Now. To find out more, 
please visit delcobaseballnow.com.
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3456

Home Heating Oil Is About Price & Prompt Service
WE HAVE BOTH !!!

Lowest Prices

24/7 Delivery

Quality Fuel

Friendly Service

SAME DAY DELIVERY - 7 days a week!

(610) 534-8800

SPRINGFIELD RESIDENT  ·  LICENSED AND INSURED  ·  NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

484-356-7552 
CPRhomes.expert
484-356-7552 

N O W  O F F E R I N G  H O U S E  C L E A N I N G !

Get Your Living Spaces Ready for the Holiday Season!

10%    
 OFF OFF

Any 
project 

with 
mention of 
Springfi eld 
Neighbors

� � � � � �

GIVE THE GIFT OF A 
Well-Trained DogWell-Trained Dog

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

610-387-5045
54 Conchester Road, Suite 200 | Glen Mills, PA, 19342

WE OFFER:
Puppy Training

Basic & Advanced Obedience
Service & Therapy Dog Training...and more!

CALL
THE

BEST OF
DELCO!
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